Smith, Ronald L.

The Owls Have Come to Take Us Away

After something strange happens during a camping trip, twelve-yearold alien-obsessed Simon suspects he has been abducted, but was
it real or just his overactive imagination? 215 pp. (Mystery, Science
Fiction) (Lexile 600)
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Smy, Pam

Thornhill

Parallel plotlines set in different times, one told in text and one in art,
inform each other as a young girl unravels the mystery of a ghost next
door. 533 pp. (Mystery) (Lexile 730)
Vail, Rachel

Well, That Was Awkward

There are unexpected consequences when thirteen-year-old Gracie
sends texts pretending to be her bashful best friend, Sienna, and their
friend Emmett starts texting back pretending to be shy A.J. 314 pp.
(Realistic Fiction, Romance) (Lexile 620)
Vance, Alexander

Behind the Canvas

Seventh-grader Claudia Miravista loves art, but socially she is always
the odd girl out--but on a trip to the local art museum she sees a boy
in a painting, who moves from painting to painting, and soon she
embarks on an adventure behind the canvas, determined to free the
boy Pim from the artistic prison he has endured for over three hundred
years. 327 pp. (Adventure) (Lexile 690)
Warga, Jasmine

Other Words for Home

Sent with her mother to the safety of a relative’s home in Cincinnati
when her Syrian hometown is overshadowed by violence, Jude worries
for the family members who were left behind as she adjusts to a new
life with unexpected surprises. 324 pp. (Novels in Verse, Realistic
Fiction) (Lexile 930)
Watson, Renée

Piecing Me Together

Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private school as
someone who needs support, high school junior Jade would rather
participate in the school’s amazing Study Abroad program than join
Women to Women, a mentorship program for at-risk girls. 264 pp.
(Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 680)
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J Fiction

(Identified with a J on the book’s spine and arranged alphabetically by author’s last name
in the Juvenile Fiction shelves.)

Barnhill, Kelly Regan

The Girl Who Drank the Moon

Luna, whose magical abilities are emerging, was raised in the forest
by a witch, a swamp monster, and a dragon, but when a young man
from the Protectorate is determined to kill the witch, Luna must use her
magic to protect her family. 388 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile 640)
Battle, Craig

Camp Average

A group of 11-year-olds arrives to spend six weeks playing sports at
Camp Avalon—which they affectionately call Camp Average, because
they never win at any sport. And that’s the way they like it. But this
summer, new camp director Winston—who hates losing—has some
hyper-competitive ideas about how to improve their performance,
whether they want to or not! 234 pp. (Humor, Sports Fiction) (Lexile
790)
Beasley, Kate

Lions & Liars

Fifth-grader Frederick is sent to a disciplinary camp where he and his
terrifying troop mates have just started forging a friendship when they
learn a Category 5 hurricane is headed their way. 288 pp. (Adventure,
Humor) (Lexile 720)
Calejo, Ryan Series: Charlie Hernandez

Charlie Hernandez & the League of Shadows (book 1)

Steeped in Hispanic folklore since childhood, middle schooler Charlie
Hernández learns the stories are true when, shortly after his parents’
disappearance, he grows horns and feathers and finds himself at the
heart of a battle to save the world. 330 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile 780)
Cartaya, Pablo

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora

When his family’s restaurant and Cuban American neighborhood
in Miami are threatened by a greedy land developer, thirteen-yearold Arturo, joined by Carmen, a cute poetry enthusiast, fight back,
discovering the power of poetry and protest through untold family
stories and the work of José Martí. 236 pp. (Humor, Realistic Fiction)
(Lexile 750)
Chokshi, Roshani Series: Pandava

Aru Shah and the End of Time (book 1)

Twelve-year-old Aru stretches the truth to fit in at her private school,
but when she is dared to prove an ancient lamp is cursed, she
inadvertently frees an ancient demon. 355 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile 630)

Morris, Chad

Squint

Flint Minett has keratoconus, an eye disease, but desperately wants
to win a comic book art contest so that he and his new friend McKell
Panganiban will be better accepted at middle school. 252 pp. (Realistic
Fiction) (Lexile 560)

Odhiambo, Ecubeth

Auma’s Long Run

When AIDS devastates thirteen-year-old Auma’s village in Kenya
during the 1980s, Auma must choose between staying to help her
family and working toward a track scholarship that will take her away
from home. 298 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 740)

Orr, Wendy

Swallow’s Dance

When an earthquake destroys her town, leaving her mother disabled,
Leira and her family flee but danger follows.274 pp. (Adventure,
Historical Fiction) (Lexile 980)

Perl, Erica S.

All Three Stooges

While preparing for their bar mitzvahs, comedy-obsessed Noah and
Dash find their friendship threatened by a personal tragedy. 233 pp.
(Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 770)

Reynolds, Jason Series: Track
Ghost (book 1)
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for
an elite middle school track team. He must stay on track, literally and
figuratively, to reach his full potential. 181 pp. (Realistic Fiction,
Sports) (Lexile 730)

Roberts, Barbara Carroll

Nikki On the Line

Nikki, thirteen, dreams of being a great basketball player but struggles
on her new, elite team while also juggling school stress, her nontraditional family, and revelations about her biological father. 328 pp.
(Realistic Fiction, Sports) (Lexile 840)

Kadohata, Cynthia

Edge, Christopher

To help his dog through cancer treatment, Conor gives up hockey and
finds himself considering who he is without the sport that has defined
him, and connecting more with his family and best friend. 404 pp.
(Realistic Fiction, Sports) (Lexile 760)

On her tenth birthday, super-smart Maisie wakes to a shifted reality
and must work within the laws of the universe and trust the love of
her family to set the world right. Alternate chapters present divergent
timelines. 150 pp. (Science Fiction) (Lexile 900)

Checked

Kephart, Beth

Wild Blues

Thirteen-year-old Lizzie relates, through a victim statement, her
harrowing journey through the Adirondacks seeking her disabled
friend, Matias, who was kidnapped by escaped convicts. 323 pp.
(Adventure) (Lexile 780)
Lien, Henry Series: Peasprout Chen

Future Legend of Skate and Sword (book 1)

Peasprout Chen dreams of becoming a legend of wu liu, the deadly
and beautiful art of martial arts figure skating. 330 pp. (Adventure,
Fantasy) (Lexile 860)
Love, Damien

The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day

Giles, Lamar

The Last Last-Day-of-Summer

When adventurous cousins Otto and Sheed Alston accidentally extend
the last day of summer by freezing time, they find the secrets between
the unmoving seconds are not as much fun as they expected. 289 pp.
(Adventure, Science Fiction) (Lexile 740)

Gratz, Alan

Refugee

Separated by decades, Josef, a Jew living in 1930s Nazi Germany;
Isabel, a girl trying to escape unrest in 1994 Cuba; and Mahmoud, a
Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence, embark
on journeys in search of refuge. 338 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile
800)

Monstrous Devices

Alex, nearly thirteen, flees with his grandfather across snowy Europe
to escape the human and mechanical assassins that pursue them,
trying to retrieve a powerful object. 338 pp. (Adventure, Fantasy)
(Lexile 680)

Haddix, Margaret Peterson

The Strangers

Chess, Emma, and Finn Greystone, ages twelve, ten, and eight,
investigate why their mother went missing and uncover their ties to an
alternate world. 405 pp. (Mystery, Science Fiction) (Lexile 730)

Marsh, Katherine

Nowhere Boy

Fourteen-year-old Ahmed, a Syrian refugee, and thirteen-year-old
Max, an American boy, are bound by a secret that sets them on the
adventure of a lifetime. 362 pp. (Adventure, Realistic Fiction) (Lexile
810)
McKay, Hilary

Hernandez, Carlos Series: Sal and Gabi
Sal & Gabi Break the Universe (book 1)
In order to heal after his mother’s death, Sal learned how to meditate.
But no one expected him to be able to take it further and ‘relax’ things
into existence. Turns out he can reach into time and space to retrieve
things from other universes. 382 pp. (Humor, Science Fiction) (Lexile
700)

Love to Everyone

In 1902 England, Clarry and Peter struggle with the challenges of living
with an indifferent father, but the summers they spend in Cornwall with
their grandparents and cousin Rupert provide much needed comfort,
and in the years that follow Clarry looks back on those leisurely days
to help her cope with the trying times of World War I and its aftermath.
324 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 800)

Kelly, Erin Entrada

You Go First

Charlotte, twelve, and Ben, eleven, are highly-skilled competitors at
online Scrabble and that connection helps both as they face family
issues and the turmoil of middle school. 288 pp. (Realistic Fiction)
(Lexile 640)

Korman, Gordon

Restart

When Chase returns to middle school after falling off the roof and losing
his memory, he learns that the person he was before the amnesia is
not someone he likes. 243 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 730)

YA Fiction

(Identified with a YA on the book’s spine and arranged alphabetically by author’s last name
in the Young Adult Fiction shelves.)

Anderson, M.T. & Eugene Yelchin

The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge

The Portal

Elf historian Brangwain Spurge is sent to goblin country to deliver a
peace offering to their dark lord and spy on the goblin kingdom, but he
and his goblin host commit a series of blunders that might bring their
nations to war. 516 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile 760)

Lee, Yoon Ha

Bunzi, Peter Series: Cogheart
Cogheart (book 1)
Thirteen-year-old Lily Harman always dreamed of adventure. A strongwilled girl, Lily felt trapped in a life of Victorian stuffiness at her prim
boarding school. But after her father, a famous inventor, disappears
on a routine zeppelin flight, Lily’s life gets turned upside down. 362 pp.
(Historical Fiction, Science Fiction) (Lexile 820)

Lasky, Kathryn
Moving into her grandmother’s Tudor home after her mother’s tragic
death, Rose is transported 400 years back in time and becomes
the servant and confidante of the banished princess Elizabeth, the
daughter of Henry VIII. 361 pp. (Historical Fiction, Science Fiction)
(Lexile 630)

Dragon Pearl

Min, a thirteen-year-old girl with fox-magic, stows away on a battle
cruiser and impersonates a cadet in order to solve the mystery of what
happened to her older brother in the Thousand World Space Forces.
310 pp. (Science Fiction) (Lexile 780)

Moore, David Barclay

The Stars Beneath Our Feet

Unable to celebrate the holidays in the wake of his older brother’s
death in a gang-related shooting, Lolly Rachpaul struggles to avoid
being forced into a gang himself while constructing a fantastically
creative LEGO city at the Harlem community center. 294 pp. (Realistic
Fiction) (Lexile 650)

Parry, Rosanne

Last of the Name

In 1863, twelve-year-old Danny and his older sister Kathleen arrive
in New York City to start a new life, but they soon find themselves
navigating through the same prejudices and struggles they experienced
in Ireland. 335 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 720)

Cumyn, Alan

North to Benjamin

Hatchet meets Maybe a Fox in this piercing novel about Edgar, a
boy who has lost the ability to speak and can only bark, and his dog
Benjamin as they travel through the freezing Yukon wilderness in order
to stop Edgar’s mother from making a huge mistake. 295 pp. (Magical
Realism) (Lexile 700)
Haydu, Corey Ann

Eventown

To Elodee, eleven, things seem a little too perfect in Eventown when
she moves there with her parents and identical twin, Naomi, especially
since forgetting the past is so highly valued. 322 pp. (Realistic Fiction)
(Lexile 740)
Hiranandani, Veera

The Night Diary

Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu
family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find her voice and
make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her
deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary. 264 pp. (Historical
Fiction) (Lexile 700)
Hunter, Erin Series: Bravelands
Broken Pride (book 1)
When the lone rule of the African plains is violated, the task of keeping
the fragile peace between predators and prey is left to a cast-out
lion, an intuitive elephant, and an honor-seeking baboon. 319 pp.
(Adventure, Fantasy) (Lexile 710)

