Nayeri, Daniel

Everything Sad is Untrue: (A True Story)
Khosrou, or Daniel, weaves mostly true stories from his life back
in Iran and his life now in Oklahoma as a refugee and immigrant.
356 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 800L)
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Reynolds, Jason

Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks
Ten tales about what happens after the dismissal bell rings, “a
school bus falling from the sky” and the funny, poignant look at
the detours faced when walking home.
188 pp. (Short Stories) (Lexile 750L)
Strasser, Todd

The Good War
In this cautionary tale, students choose to play The Good War,
a WWII Axis vs Allies game, and what starts out as friendly
competition, takes a frightening and hateful turn.
177 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 750L)
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J Fiction

(Identified with a J on the book’s spine and arranged alphabetically by author’s last name
in the Juvenile Fiction shelves.)

Allen, Kate

The Line Tender

Lucy Everhart studies animals and sharks to better understand
her world and the grief surrounding events in her life.
371 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 710L)
Allen, Sarah

What Stars Are Made Of

Libby Monroe has Turner syndrome but is determined to become
a scientist. After learning that her older sister is having a baby,
she strives to win a science contest to help her family.
279 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 800L)
Alston, B. B.

Amari and the Night Brothers (Supernatural Investigations #1)
Amari Peters searches for the mystery of what happened to
her brother Quinton. She discovers supernatural abilities and
investigates another world.
408 pp. (Mystery, Fantasy) (Lexile 700L)
Andrews, Christiane M

Spindlefish and Stars

When Clo’s father goes missing, she takes the mysterious items
he left behind and journeys across the sea to find him.
309 pp. (Mystery, Fantasy) (Lexile N/A)
Baptist, Kelly J

Isaiah Dunn is my Hero

Isaiah Dunn is a superhero according to stories his father wrote,
but life is a struggle for the family after his father’s death.
195 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 700 L)
Behar, Ruth

Letters From Cuba

In 1938 Esther joins her father as Jewish refugees in Cuba. They
work together to adapt and earn enough money so they can
reunite the family.
255 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 850L)

Higuera, Donna Barba

The Last Cuentista

Petra is part of humanity’s last survivors after a comet destroys
earth. Waking up nearly 400 years later, she must survive the
Collective who want to remove all memories of earth.
320 pp. (Science Fiction, Fantasy) (Lexile 730L)
Kuzki, Shaw

Soul Lanterns

Sparked by the annual Lantern Floating Ceremony in Hiroshima,
Nozomi starts asking questions about the bombing. Stories unfold
and Nozomi and her friends come up with a creative way to share
their loved ones’ experiences.
162 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 850L)
Larocca, Rajani

Red, White, and Whole

Reha must come of age in the 1980s while not quite feeling
American or Indian enough, and during her mother’s diagnosis
with leukemia. 217 pp. (Historical Fiction, Novel in Verse)
(Lexile N/A)
Little Badger, Darcie

Elatsoe

Ellie’s cousin dies and his ghost tells her he was murdered. In a
world of vampires, spirits and other worldly influences, she must
unravel the mystery of his death.
360 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile N/A)
Lucas, Chad

Thanks a Lot, Universe

When Brian’s anxiety spirals into panic attacks after being placed
in foster care, he is offered assistance by a basketball teammate
who is concealing a secret crush.
279 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile N/A)
Mbalia, Kwame

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky

Series: Rick Riordan Presents
Tristan must retrieve a book of stories and repair the damage
between worlds in adventures inspired by West African mythology
and African-American folk tales.
482 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile 680L)

Wolk, Lauren

Benjamin, Ali

As a result of the Great Depression, Ellie and her family lose
livelihood and move to a mountain cabin in 1934. She quickly
learns to be an outdoors woman and healer.
356 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 690L)

While coming of age in middle school, Caitlyn finds herself
leading a reality-show-style competition to find the school’s next
great prankster Paulie Fink.
360 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 710L)

Wolkenstein, M Evan

Blankman, Anne

Will must visit an incurably ill older boy in the hospital for his Bar
Mitzvah community service project, which leads to a friendship
that is life-changing for both them and those around them.
391 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 640L)

In April 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant explodes and
upends the lives of Valentina and Oksana. Through alternating
perspectives their stories unfold and they learn the truth about
their families and friendship.
340 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 560L)

Echo Mountain

Turtle Boy

The Next Great Paulie Fink

The Blackbird Girls

Bruchac, Joseph

YA Fiction

(Identified with a YA on the book’s spine and arranged alphabetically by author’s last name
in the Young Adult Fiction shelves.)

Rez Dogs

When the COVID-19 pandemic starts, Malian, a young Wabanaki
girl, is quarantined with her grandparents on the reservation. She
then befriends a local dog and learns about her ancestors.
185pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 820L)

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker

Callender, Kacen

When Suki attempts suicide, Della must seek help and speak out
about the sexual abuse they’ve both suffered at the hands of their
mother’s boyfriend.
259 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile N/A)

Kingston struggles with grief and his identity. His older brother
Khalid has died, and his former friend Sandy disappears. King
must learn what it is to be brave and himself.
259pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 830L)

Fighting Words

Falksen, G. D.

The Secret Life of Kitty Granger

In 1960s London, Kitty Granger, a working-class girl on the autism
spectrum, is recruited as a spy for the British government and must
help bring down a group of unreformed Nazis hiding in plain sight.
274 pp. (Mystery, Thriller)
Firestone, Carrie

Dress Coded

Molly starts a podcast to protest the unfair dress code
enforcement at her middle school and sparks a rebellion.
303 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 760L)

King and the Dragonflies

Currie, Lindsay

What Lives in the Woods

Ginny’s family temporarily moves into an old spooky mansion
her father is restoring. Strange things are happening, and as an
aspiring mystery writer, she plans to investigate.
310 pp. (Mystery, Horror) (Lexile 590L)
Faruqi, Saadia

Yusuf Azeem is Not a Hero

Yusuf is excited about starting middle school and the robotics
club, but a social studies assignment and the 20th anniversary
of September 11 attacks bring into focus local tensions with his
Muslim community.
357 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile N/A)

Fipps, Lisa

Parks, Amy Nolle

Ellie is often bullied and shamed for being overweight. A therapist
helps her to accept herself and use her words to defend and
support who she is.
244 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile N/a)

Vivi dares Lilla to start telling the truth as part of their Summer of
Brave. Lilia learns to say out loud what she really wants and how
she really feels.
232 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile N/A)

Starfish

Summer of Brave

Henderson, Lisa

Patterson, James and Kwame Alexander

When Ailey bungles his dance audition, he learns about his
grandfather’s lost dream as a tap dancer. Special shoes magically
transport Ailey back to 1930s Harlem where he has a chance to
change both their fates.
302 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 640L)

In both prose and verse, the life of Cassius Clay in 1950s
Louisville. His childhood friends, struggles in school, racism and
his discovery of boxing.
310 pp. (Biography) (Lexile 1010L)

The Magic In Changing Your Stars

Kelly, Erin Entrada

We Dream of Space

In alternating perspectives, the stories of three siblings unfold in
anticipation of the 1986 space shuttle Challenger launch.
391 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile N/A)
Lezotte, Ann Clare

Show Me A Sign

In 1805 Mary lives in a unique community where deafness is not
unusual and everyone signs. A visiting scientist kidnaps Mary to
study the source of the deafness and Mary must survive.
269 pp. (Historical Fiction) (Lexile 730L)
MacLachlan, Patricia

Dream Within A Dream

Louisa considers traveling the world with her globetrotting
parents, but friendship with George helps her to see her
grandparents’ farm on Deer Island in a new light.
199 pp. (Romance, Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 480L)
Palacio, R. J.

Pony

Western, ghost story and mystery, Silas journeys with his ghost
companion Mittenwool and a horse named Pony to save his father.
289 pp. (Mystery, Western) (Lexile 740L)

Becoming Muhammad Ali

Schmidt, Gary D.

Pay Attention, Carter Jones

Carter struggles to navigate middle school when a mysterious
English butler appears and stays to help his troubled family.
217 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 840L)
Soontornvat, Christina

A Wish in the Dark

Pong escapes the prison where he was born and is hunted by
Nok, the prison warden’s daughter. They discover harrowing
truths about the real world.
375 pp. (Fantasy) (Lexile 720L)
Stead, Rebecca

The List of Things That Will Not Change

Bea reflects and keeps a list of things that remain the same
after her parents’ divorce. When her father plans to marry
his boyfriend, Bea will learn that making a new family brings
questions, surprises, and joy.
218 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (Lexile 680L)
Stone, Nic

Fast Pitch

Shenice dreams of the softball regional championships but she
also wants to uncover the mystery of her family’s past and why
Great-Grampy JonJon didn’t make it to the majors.
179 pp. (Sports) (Lexile 790L)

