Shabazz, Ilyasah

Betty Before X

Betty was raised in Georgia by her loving Aunt Fannie Mae, until she was
seven. When her aunt dies, Betty moves to 1940s Detroit to be with her
mother and stepfamily. She becomes a volunteer with an organization that
supports black-owned businesses and fights for civil rights. She would
later marry Malcom X. 248 pp. (Historical Fiction) (810 Lexile, AR 4.9)
Stevens, Robin

Thousand Oaks Library
Recommended Reading List

Series: Wells & Wong Mystery)

Murder is Bad Manners (book 1)

At an English boarding school in the 1930s, thirteen-year-old crime-solving
friends Hazel Wong and Daisy Wells struggle to find an exciting mystery
to investigate. They hit pay-dirt when Hazel discovers the dead body of
Miss Bell, the science teacher. Can they solve the murder before the killer
strikes again? 307 pp. (Mystery, Historical Fiction) (910 Lexile, AR 5.9)
Teague, David

How Oscar Indigo Broke the Universe (And Put It Back Together Again)

Oscar wants to help his team win the baseball championships, but he is a
benchwarmer and has never gotten a hit. Oscar has a mysterious gold watch
that can stop time, which he uses to fake a game winning home run. The universe
is a tricky place, and you can’t just steal time without any consequences.
246 pp. (Science Fiction, Sports, Humorous) (720 Lexile, AR 4.9)
Weyr, Garret

The Language of Spells

Grisha the dragon is born in 1803, the last year any dragon was born. He is
trapped by the emperor’s sorcerer and turned into a teapot. After getting free,
Grisha moves to Vienna where dragons soon start disappearing. Grisha
meets Maggie and the two of them set out to discover what happened to
the missing dragons. 299 pp. (Fantasy, Adventure) (900 Lexile, AR 6.0)
Woodson, Jacqueline

Harbor Me

Six Brooklyn fifth & sixth graders are chosen to participate in a weekly
talk with no adults allowed. At first they don’t have much to say, but they
eventually start sharing their problems ranging from a parent’s deportation,
racism, and bullying. They discover that when they’re together, it’s safe to
share their hopes and fears. 176 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (630 Lexile, AR 4.1)

Books for
4th & 5th
Grades

Yang, Kelly

Front Desk

Ten-year-old Mia Tang and her parents are Chinese immigrants who run
the Calivista Motel just down the street from Disneyland. Mia has a lot of
secrets, number one being they hide immigrants in the empty hotel rooms.
286 pp. (Historical Fiction) (640 Lexile, AR 4.5) (2019 Asian/Pacific
American Award for Literature – Children’s Literature)
Yep, Laurence

Series: Dragon’s Guide

A Dragon’s Guide to the Care and Feeding of Humans (book 1)

Miss Drake is a 3,000-year-old dragon whose pet human, Fluffy, recently
died. She is replaced with Winnie, Fluffy’s ten-year-old great-niece. Winnie
accidently brings to life mysterious and scary creatures. Miss Drake and
Winnie must undo the damage before San Francisco is destroyed. 152 pp.
(Fantasy, Humorous) (840 Lexile, AR 5.6)
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J Fiction

Milford, Kate

(Identified with a J on the book’s spine and arranged alphabetically by author’s last name
in the Juvenile Fiction shelves.)
Alexander, Kwame

Series: Crossover

Rebound (Prequel to Crossover)

Twelve-year-old Chuck Bell’s mom sends him to stay with his grandparents
after his father dies and he starts getting in trouble. His grandma gives him
space to grieve, his grumpy grandpa puts him to work, and his cousin
Roxie teaches him how to play basketball. Charlie learns to rebound with
the help of his family and friends. 414 pp. (Historical Fiction, Sports)
(780 Lexile, AR 4.3)
Anderson, John David

Granted

Young fairy Ophelia gets her first wish granting assignment and discovers
that although the fate of the fairy world rests on her completing her task,
the job of granting a human’s wish is anything but easy. 325 pp. (Fantasy)
(800 Lexile, AR 5.5)
Applegate, Katherine

Wishtree

Red, a 216-year-old red oak tree, is the community wishtree, where people
hang their wishes on his branches. Red, and his friend Bongo, a crow,
along with some other animal friends help their human neighbors work
out their differences when a threat against a new family is carved in Red’s
trunk. 215 pp. (Fantasy) (590 Lexile, AR 4.2)
Arden, Katherine

Small Spaces

After seeing a woman trying to throw a book titled Small Spaces away, eleven-yearold Ollie takes it. Ollie discovers a chilling story about “the smiling man,” a ghost
who grants your most tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price. A school field
trip reveals the truth behind Small Spaces. Can Ollie save her classmates before
it’s too late? 218 pp. (Horror, Supernatural) (570 Lexile, AR 4.1) (2019 Sydney
Taylor Book Award – Older Readers)
Auxier, Jonathan

Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster

Eleven-year-old Nan Sparrow’s father disappeared when she was six.
She ends up working for the abusive Wilkie Crudd as a chimney sweep in
England in the 1870s. Nan becomes the best chimney sweep in England,
but when she almost dies in a chimney fire, she accidently creates a
monster! 344 pp. (Historical Fiction, Fantasy) (630 Lexile, AR 4.5)
Behar, Ruth

Lucky Broken Girl

In 1960s New York, fifth-grader Ruthie, a Cuban-Jewish immigrant, breaks
her leg in a car accident. She must lie in bed in a body cast for many
months, but she has the support of her loving family and friends in her
multicultural neighborhood. 243 pp. (Historical Fiction) (670 Lexile, AR 4.2)
(2018 Pura Belpre Author Award)

Series: Greenglass House

Greenglass House (Book 1)

At Greenglass House, a smuggler’s inn, twelve-year-old Milo, the
innkeepers’ adopted son, plans to spend his winter holidays relaxing but
soon guests are arriving with strange stories about the house, sending
Milo and Meddy, the cook’s daughter, on an adventure. 376 pp. (Mystery,
Fantasy) (800 Lexile, AR 5.4) (2014 National Book Award – Young People’s
Literature Long List & 2015 Edgar Alan Poe Award - Best Juvenile Novel)
Older, Daniel Jose

Series: Dactyl Hill Squad

Dactyl Hill Squad (book 1)

It’s 1863 and dinosaurs roam the streets of New York City while the Civil
War rages on. Magdalys Roca learns that some of her friends from the
Colored Orphan Asylum have been kidnapped by the evil magistrate,
Richard Riker, who sells them to the South to become slaves. Magdalys
and her friends flee to Brooklyn to help the Vigilance Committee take down
Riker. 256 pp. (Historical, Fantasy, Adventure) (800 Lexile, AR 5.5)
Raschka, Chris

The Doorman’s Repose

An old apartment building at 777 Garden Avenue in New York City is full of
life. We get a peek look at all the goings-on of the quirky inhabitants, such
as Mr. Bunchley, the doorman; Mrs. MacDougal, the resident busybody;
Miss Myrna Murray-Burdett, an opera singer; Jack a mouse boxing champ
who is ready to take on a cat; and Otis the matchmaking elevator. 169 pp.
(Short Stories, Humorous) (930 Lexile)
Rylant, Cynthia

Rosetown

In 1972, nine-year-old Flora Smallwood copes with her parents’ separation
with the help of her friends Yury and Nessie, a new pet, and the familiar
routines of life in Rosetown, Indiana. Life is full of changes during her
fourth-grade year, but she learns that sometimes change is good. 149 pp.
(Historical Fiction) (920 Lexile, AR 5.9)
Saeed, Aisha

Amal Unbound

Twelve-year-old Amal’s dreams of becoming a teacher are dashed when
she insults a member of the ruling family in her Pakistani village. She is
forced to go to work on their estate as a servant. Amal realizes that the
Khan family will do anything to stay in power. It is up to her and the other
servants to win back their freedom and save the village. 226 pp. (Realistic
Fiction) (600 Lexile, AR 4.2)
Scieszka, Jon

Series: Frank Einstein

Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor (book 1)

Kid genius and inventor Frank Einstein and his friend, Watson, plan on
winning the Midville Science Prize. They intend to invent a robot that can
learn on its own, but things don’t go as planned. After an accident, Frank
finds Klink and Klank, two self-assembled robots in Grandpa Al’s garage
fix-it shop. They all work together to create an Antimatter Motor until
Frank’s archnemesis, T. Edison, steals the robots for his doomsday plan.
179 pp. (Science Fiction, Humorous) (730 Lexile, AR 4.7)

McAnulty, Stacy

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker

Twelve-year-old Lucy was struck by lightning when she was eight, which
made her a math genius. After being homeschooled, Lucy is ready for
college, but her grandma has a few conditions – Lucy must attend middle
school for one year, make one friend, try one new activity, and read one
book that isn’t about math. Lucy realizes that life is more than numbers.
293 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (530 Lexile, AR 3.7)

Ten-year-old Ada and her brother Jamie are evacuated from London to the
English countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much
sweeter away from their cruel and abusive mother. 316 pp. (Historical
Fiction) (580 Lexile, AR 4.1) (2016 Newbery Honor Book & 2016 Schneider
Family Book Award – Middle School)

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl

McGee, Ron

Series: Ryan Quinn

Ryan Quinn and the Rebel’s Escape (book 1)

What would you do if your mom was kidnapped right in front of you, and
your dad is also missing? Lucky for thirteen-year-old Ryan, he has been
trained for a situation just like this by his secret agent parents. He must
undertake a risky mission to rescue them before it’s too late. 362 pp.
(Adventure) (750 Lexile, AR 5.3)
McKay, Hilary

Series: Binny Cornwallis

Binny for Short (book 1)

Eleven-year-old Binny, her mom, sister, and brother inherit a seaside cottage
from her Great-Aunt Violet. Binny becomes frenemies with Gareth, the
boy next door, searches for her long-lost dog, and crushes on an older boy
who lets her join the crew on his boat. She also must deal with a major
problem: she thinks she is being haunted by her horrible Aunt Violet. 291 pp.
(Realistic Fiction) (680 Lexile, AR 4.3)
Martin, Ann M.
Series: Missy Piggle-Wiggle (companion series to Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle)
Missy Piggle-Wiggle and the Whatever Cure (book 1)
While Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle is away, her great-niece, Missy Piggle-Wiggle,
takes care of the Upside-Down House and all of her aunt’s pets. She
also finds time to administer her magical cures that rid children in Little
Spring Valley of their unwanted habits and misbehavior. 241 pp. (Fantasy,
Humorous) (720 Lexile, AR 4.9)
Medina, Meg

Merci Suarez Changes Gears

Cuban American sixth grader Merci Suarez and her older brother, Roli,
are scholarship kids at Seaward Pines Academy in Florida. Merci is being
bullied by bossy Edna Santos, the most popular girl in her class. On top
of her school troubles, she has family problems as her beloved grandpa
is starting to act strange and her family isn’t telling her what is going on.
355 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (700 Lexile, AR 4.6) (2019 Newbury Medal)
Meriano, Anna

Series: Love Sugar Magic

A Dash of Trouble (book 1)

Eleven-year-old Leonora can’t wait to help run the family bakery, but she
is told she is too young. She knows her family is keeping secrets from her,
so she skips school and spies on her family. Leo finds out that the women
in her large Mexican-American family are all witches, and she will find
out what her magical gift is when she turns fifteen. Leo can’t wait, so she
starts practicing magic on her own. What could possibly go wrong? 310
pp. (Fantasy, Humorous) (850 Lexile, AR 5.3)

Series: The War that Saved my Life

The War that Saved my Life (book 1)

Cabot, Meg Series: From the Notebooks of a Middle School Princess
(spinoff of The Princess Diaries)
From the Notebooks of a Middle School Princess (book 1)
Olivia thinks her life is pretty average for a sixth grader, until she learns
that she is Princess Oliva Grace Clarisse Mignonette Harrison of Genovia.
Olivia receives a crash course in royal life and the true meaning of family.
182 pp. (890 Lexile, AR 5.3)
Calonita, Jen Series: Fairy Tale Reform School
Flunked (book 1)
When twelve-year-old Gilly gets caught stealing for the third time, she is
sentenced to three months at Fairy Tale Reform School. The teachers are
former villains who have reformed, including the Big Bad Wolf, the Evil
Queen, and Cinderella’s Wicked Stepmother. Everything isn’t as it seems
at the school, and Gilly and her friends must find out what is going on, and
fast! 244 pp. (Fantasy) (710 Lexile, AR 4.8)
Cartaya, Pablo

Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish

After Marcus is suspended from eighth grade for fighting, his mom takes
him and his younger brother, who has Down syndrome, to Puerto Rico
to visit relatives. While there, Marcus starts searching for his father, who
left their family ten years ago and is somewhere on the island. 249 pp.
(Realistic Fiction) (580 Lexile, AR 3.9)
Clements, Andrew

The Losers Club

Sixth grader Alec wants to read books. His principal wants him to pay
attention in class, so Alec starts an after-school club. A club he intends to
be the only member of. After all, reading isn’t a team sport, and no one
would want to join something called the Losers Club, right? Once more
and more kids join the club, Alec finds out that maybe other people can
be just as cool as books. 231 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (860 Lexile, AR 5.5)
Cottrell Boyce, Frank

Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth

Prez is living with the Blythe Family in Scotland until his grandpa gets
“sorted out.” Prez doesn’t speak much, but he might have to raise his voice
when Sputnik arrives, and wacky things start to happen. The Blythes seem
to think Sputnik is a dog, while Prez can clearly see he is a boy. What’s up?
Sputnik is an alien and he and Prez are on a mission to save Earth before
it’s too late! 321 pp. (Science Fiction, Humorous) (530 Lexile, AR 4.0)

Creech, Sharon

Glaser, Karina Yan

Ten-year-old Louie has never had much luck with pets. They have all
died on him, but things could change when his father brings home a sick,
newborn donkey that Louie names Winslow. Everyone thinks Winslow
will not survive, but Louie and Winslow might just be stronger than they
thought. 165 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (690 Lexile, AR 4.2)

The Vanderbeeker family is told that they must leave their beloved New
York apartment after Christmas. The five Vanderbeeker children try to
change their scary landlord’s mind before it’s too late. 297 pp. (Realistic
Fiction) (810 Lexile, AR 5.3)

Saving Winslow

Curtis, Christopher Paul

The Journey of Little Charlie

In 1858, twelve-year-old Little Charlie’s father is killed in an accident and
leaves the family in debt. Little Charlie agrees to accompany fearsome
plantation overseer Cap’n Buck north in pursuit of people who have stolen
from his boss. The debt will be cleared when the fugitives are captured,
which seems like a good deal until Little Charlie comes face-to-face with the
people he is chasing. 234 pp. (Historical Fiction, Adventure) (960 Lexile,
AR 5.8) (2018 National Book Award – Young People’s Literature Finalist)

Series: Vanderbeekers

The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street (book 1)

Hautman, Pete

Slider

After charging $2,000 on his mom’s credit card by bidding on the half-eaten
hot dog of his favorite competitive eater, David knows he will be grounded
for life unless he can pay it back before his parents find out. Winning the
Super Pigorino Bowl, a pizza-eating contest, is his only chance. David
must juggle his competitive eating training with the responsibility of looking
after his autistic younger brother. 278 pp. (Realistic Fiction, Humorous)
(660 Lexile, AR 4.3)

Series: Kiranmala and the Kingdom Beyond
The Serpent’s Secret (book 1)
Up until her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala considered herself an ordinary
sixth-grader, but then her parents disappear, and a demon shows up in her
kitchen. She learns that the stories her parents had told her about being an
Indian princess from another dimension are true. She is swept into another
world, full of magic, winged horses, talking birds, and cute princes--and
somehow Kiranmala needs to sort it all out, find her parents, and basically
save the world. 338 pp. (Fantasy, Adventure) (730 Lexile, AR 5.2)

Johnson, Varian

Davis, Mandy

Kelly, Erin Entrada

Fifth grader Lester, who has autism, was always home-schooled, and
now he’s shocked to be stuck in a school where everything just seems
wrong. That’s until he hears about the science fair, which goes really well
for Lester! But then things go a bit sideways. Lester has some big-time
adjustments to make, and some big lessons to learn. 320 pp. (Realistic
Fiction) (580 Lexile, AR 3.8)

Eleven-year-old Virgil is being bullied by Chet. He visits his friend Kaori, a
self-proclaimed psychic, to find out how to become friends with Valencia, a
girl in his class. The lives of the four middle school students come together
when Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the
bottom of a well. Kaori, her sister Gen, & Valencia begin a quest to find
the missing Virgil. 313 pp. (Realistic Fiction) (690 Lexile, AR 4.7) (2018
Newbury Medal)

DasGupta, Sayantani

Superstar

Dekeyser, Stacy

The Rhino in Right Field

In 1948, twelve-year-old Nikko Spirakis loves baseball and he will do anything
to be a Mudpuppy for a day. Once he learns about the local minor league
team’s batboy contest he resorts to lying, forgery, and blackmail to win the
contest. There are many obstacles in his way like having to work every
Saturday in the family store. Oh yeah, he also has to deal with the rhino in
right field. 257 pp. (Historical Fiction, Sports, Humorous) (630 Lexile, AR 4.4)
DiCamillo, Kate,

Louisiana’s Way Home (companion book to Raymie Nightingale)

Twelve-year-old Louisiana’s Granny has some unusual ideas, but running
away forever in the middle of the night is the strangest yet. They end up in
a small Georgia town where Louisiana makes new friends. Will Louisiana
make it back home to Florida, or is the old family curse Granny tells her
about real? 227 pp. (Historical Fiction) (630 Lexile AR 4.5)

The Parker Inheritance

Twelve-year-old Candice Miller finds a mysterious letter sent to her grandma
years before. Her grandma was fired as city manager after trying to solve
the mystery in the letter. Candice and her friend are determined to solve
the mystery by finding the buried treasure worth $40 million, exonerate
her grandma, and expose an injustice committed against a family that
lived in the South Carolina town in the 1950’s. 331 pp. (Historical Fiction,
Mystery) (610 Lexile, AR 4.2) (2019 Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book)

Hello, Universe

Korman, Gordon Series: Masterminds
Masterminds (book 1)
Serenity, New Mexico is considered the best town in the U.S., but is it
really? Thirteen-year-old Eli and his friends decide to investigate, and they
learn that everything they know is a lie, even their identities. They realize
they can’t trust anyone, and the only way for them to survive is to escape.
323 pp. (Adventure, Science Fiction, Mystery) (730 Lexile, AR 5.2)
Levy, Dana Alison

Series: Family Fletcher

The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher (book 1)

Life is full of adventures for the Fletcher family which includes two fathers,
four adopted boys, and a variety of pets as they make their way through
a school year and deal with a grumpy new neighbor. 260 pp. (Realistic
Fiction, Humorous) (750 Lexile, AR 4.8)

